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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Pursuit of County Position on Legislation

AB 671 (Beall), as amended on April 19, 2007, would require the State Personnel
Board to establish an Emancipated Foster Youth Program to provide state employment
opportunities for qualified foster youth or former foster youth. The program would
promote hiring of qualified foster youth in specified entry-level unclassified positions with
state agencies and departments. Within three to nine months of employment,
participants who receive a positive recommendation from their supervisor would be
required to complete a written examination for the classified position in which they are
employed. Participants who do not receive a favorable rating or who do not pass the
written examination would be released from employment.

Emancipating foster youth face many challenges in seeking and obtaining employment
upon leaving the system. Currently, the unemployment rate for these youth is estimated
at 50 percent. AB 671 recognizes the State’s role as a parent to children and youth in
foster care and the need to assist them in securing permanent employment.
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The Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) notes that AB 671 would help
foster and former foster youth gain on-the-job skills that would assist them with passing
the civil service exams and provide employment opportunities to help them transition to
independence. For these reasons DCFS recommends that the County support
AB 671, and we concur. Consistent with existing Board policy to support legislation and
funding to facilitate successful emancipation, promote self-sufficiency and improve
opportunities for youth aging out of foster care, our Sacramento advocates will
support AB 671.

AB 671 is supported by the Chief Probation Officers of California, the
Children’s Advocacy Institute, the Children’s Law Center of Los Angeles, and
Supervisor Antonovich. There is no registered opposition on file.

The bill passed the Assembly Human Services Committee on April 23, 2007 by a vote
of 6 to 0, and now proceeds to the Assembly Appropriations committee.

SB 776 (Vincent), as amended on May 2, 2007, would allow county child welfare
agencies to exchange criminal record clearances when a child in foster care moves with
a relative or non-relative extended family caretaker from one county to another.

Criminal record clearances are required in order to approve foster care placement and
payment of Title IV-E funding. When a relative or non-related extended family member
moves with their foster child from one county to another, they must submit new
fingerprints to obtain a new criminal record clearance.

SB 776 would authorize a county with licensing authority and the State Department of
Social Services to accept a criminal record clearance from each other or from another
county for relative and non-related extended family foster care providers.
Currently, DCFS must repeat criminal record clearances completed by other counties.
SB 776 would allow DCFS to approve a relative or non-related extended family member
for placement without having to repeat criminal clearances that were previously
completed by another California county that, by law, must use the same criteria. The
bill would help to ensure smooth transitions for relative and non-related extended family
caregivers and their children who move between counties. For these reasons, DCFS
recommends that the County support SB 776, and we concur. Consistent with existing
Board policy to support proposals to simplify foster care program eligibility
requirements, our Sacramento advocates will support SB 776.

SB 776 is sponsored by the County Welfare Directors Association of California and

supported by the Human Services Department of Sonoma County, County of Yolo
Department of Employment and Social Services, Merced County of Human Services
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Agency, County of Siskiyou Human Services Department, Stanislaus County
Community Services Agency, Tehama County Department of Social Services, and
Imperial County Department of Social Services. There is no registered opposition on
file.

The bill passed the Senate Public Safety Committee on April 24, 2007 by a vote of
5 to 0, and now proceeds to the Senate Appropriations committee.

Legislation of Interest to the County

AB 1164 (DelLeon), as amended on August 17, 2006, would authorize providers of
licensed family child care and license-exempt child care to select a provider
organization to negotiate the terms of child care services with the California Department
of Social Services, the California Department of Education, and other entities that
administer subsidized child care programs including counties, cities, Alternative
Payment Program (APP) agencies, county offices of education, and community based
organizations.

California's subsidized child care programs assist low-income working families,
CalWORKs families participating in welfare-to-work activities, and who have left the
CalWORKSs program, and families whose children are found at risk of abuse or neglect.
Families who receive subsidized child care may select from three types of
providers: 1) licensed child care centers; 2) licensed family child care homes; or
3) license-exempt providers which are typically relatives or friends. Under current law,
reimbursement rates for subsidized child care are based on the type of child care, the
age of the child, and payment for full-time or part-time care charged at a monthly,
weekly, daily, or hourly rate.

AB 1164 would authorize licensed family child care providers to organize, effective
January 1, 2008. License-exempt providers would be eligible to organize, effective
January 1, 2010. The bill would require the State Superintendent of Public Instruction
and the California Department of Social Services, with the assistance of counties and
the APP agencies to collect information on child care providers and to make that
information available to the provider organization. The provider organization would be
required to petition the State to serve as the negotiating agent of all family child care
providers. The designation of the provider organization would be determined by an
election administered by the Public Employment Relations Board.

Under AB 1164, licensed family child care providers would be deemed to be

self-employed and would not be considered State employees. Any agreement for
wages or benefits reached through negotiation would be subject to an appropriation by
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the State Legislature. The bill would prohibit the provider organization from calling or
directing a strike.

AB 1164 is almost identical to SB 697 (Kuehl) which was vetoed by the Governor on
September 29, 2006. In his veto message, the Governor noted that collective
bargaining would limit the State’s flexibility to determine rates for state-subsidized child
care programs. He also expressed concem that the bill would result in providers caring
for subsidized children being reimbursed at much higher rates than providers caring for
non-subsidized children stating that, “state reimbursement rates would drive the market
and make child care too costly for low-income families that are not receiving child care
subsidies.”

Proponents of SB 697 contend that California families have inadequate access to
affordable, quality family child care because low wages and lack of benefits result in a
high turnover among child care providers. Supporters also report that SB 697 would
improve .the quality of child care in California, giving family child care providers "the
voice they need to have a say in the issues that affect their jobs and the working
families they serve." Opponents of SB 697 note that thousands of children who are
eligible for subsidized child care are on waiting lists and cannot obtain services because
child care funding is limited. They argue that increasing wages and benefits for child
care providers would further limit access to child care services. The opponents of
SB 697 also note other pressures on available child care funding including the new
TANF work participation rates which require the State and counties to substantially
increase the number of CalWORKSs parents engaged in work activities, which, in tumn,
increases the need for subsidized child care.

Like SB 697, AB 1164 is supported by the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, and the Services Employees International Union. The bill is
supported by Solutions for Child Care Network. Currently, there is no opposition on file;
however, SB 697 was opposed by the California Alternative Payment Program
Association, the California Child Care Development Administrators Association, the
Child Care Alliance of California, the Child Development Policy Institute, the California
Chamber of Commerce, the Child Care Alliance of Los Angeles County, and the
California Teachers Association.

County Counsel is reviewing AB 1164 to determine its impact on the County.

AB 1164 passed the Assembly Labor and Employment Committee on April 18, 2007 by
a vote of 6 to 2, and now proceeds to the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

Status of County-Sponsored Legislation

County-sponsored AB 223 (Runner), which would allow those serving in the military
who are called to active duty in the United States on short notice, to be able to cast an
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absentee/provisional/or faxed ballot allowing those voters to be part of the official
canvass, was approved by the Assembly on its consent calendar on May 3, 2007, by a
vote of 68 to 0. The measure now proceeds to the Senate, where it is expected to be
referred to the Committee on Elections, Reapportionment and Constitutional
Amendments.

Master Bill List
A roster containing the status of all bills with a County advocacy position is attached.

We will continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:GK
MAL:EW:VE:acn

C: All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Local 660
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants
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